
 
 
 
Re-Imagining Church 
 
Dear All 
 
Whilst it has only been a few days since we have heard about the forthcoming isolations across our 
society, they have been incredibly long days.  As I write this it is only Thursday, just 4 days since most 
of us were together on Sunday. 
 
I want to let you know about things that are afoot locally and particularly about how our church is 
going to look in the coming months.  With the Sunday services and all midweek groups now 
suspended, being Church is going to look very different.  However, the call and the commandments 
of Jesus have not changed one bit.  It is just how we do those things that has changed. 
 
We regularly remind ourselves of our call to love God, to love our neighbour as ourselves and to love 
each other as Christ loves us.  We tend to simplify that with a picture of a triangle and talk about 
growing up, in and out.  As we are re-imagining what our church will look like for the coming months 
this is still our basis.  Below are some practical ways that we want to use to seek further growth in 
these different things. 

 
 
UP – Growing in our love for God and worship of Him 

 There will be a simplified church service on the church website each Sunday.  This will not be 
live and will be a sound file only.  Those on the internet can hear it directly, but families of 
those not on the internet will be able to download it and play it to their loved ones. 

 As many of us as possible will try to pray at the same time each day, at 10:00am.  In time we 
will deliver some service sheets, either online or through doors, and a verse for the day will 
be sent via the telephone prayer chain. 

 Paul will try to produce 2 or 3 vlogs throughout the week, which will include a bit of fun, 
some ideas and a thought for the day. 

 We can also join in with the programmes of various broadcasters.  The BBC are looking to 
broadcast something of a church service each Sunday and there are Christian radio stations 
to listen to – such as Premier Radio and United Christian Broadcasting.  Listening to Christian 
radio during this time would be a huge benefit to our mental health too. 

 



 
 
IN – Growing in our love for each other and mutual support 

 There is a need for all of us to significantly raise the level of communication that we have, to 
especially ensure that those who are on their own have people to talk to each day. 

 Paul and Gilly will try to ring each household roughly once a week. 

 Home group leaders will try to speak to those in their home group twice a week. 

 For church members who are not in self-isolation we ask that you do what you can to serve 
those who are in self-isolation during this time. 

 
OUT – Growing in love for our community and caring for others 

 Just as we need to increase our levels of communication within our church, we also need to 
increase our levels of communication with our neighbours and wider community. 

 You might exchange numbers with your neighbours and / or set up street WhatsApp groups. 

 Church will be open from 10:30 to 12:30 each weekday for individuals to come in for private 
prayer.  Please note: this is not a prayer meeting and social distancing will be required. 

 As long as health advice does not change, when the weather is fine a few chairs will be put 
at the front of church, at least 2 metres apart, so that people can sit outside and have a bit 
of company. 

 We wish to fully support the ‘Cheadle & Cheadle Hulme Community Help Service’ which has 
been set up by local leaders.  This help service is coming together quickly and we will need 
people to help.  Initially, we will need people to deliver leaflets in order to advertise the 
service to those not online.  Then, we will need people who can respond to local needs – e.g. 
picking up prescriptions.  (Because of issues regarding safeguarding vulnerable people we 
cannot, as a church or a help service, take money off people in order to do their shopping.) 

 We will continue to promote and support Chelwood Foodbank.  In the first instance this will 
be by providing food and other necessities, but should the need arise we will also seek 
volunteers from within our church to help the foodbank to operate. 

 
My friends, a lot is happening even though it feels like everything is closing down.  Our identity 
should never be in the things that we do, although the things that we do are evidence of something 
so much more important.  Our identity comes from who we are through Jesus, and we do what we 
do out of love and obedience to Him. 
 
So during this time of national crisis let us all step up and join in.  Even those of us who are self-
isolating are able to join the effort.  (I say that as somebody who is asthmatic and is therefore being 
asked to self-isolate.)  We can still contact people and we can most definitely pray all the more 
during this time.  We may not be able to see each other but let’s be Church together. 
 
Take care and God bless, 
Paul 


